l‘f#
%..: EMBASSY OF THE UUNITED STATES

<’ BUDAPEST-NEWSLETTE

Message from Ambassador April H. Foley December 21, 2006

What a whirlwind these past several months have been! Since my Au-
gust arrival, we've been moving non-stop with activities to support the
already excellent partnership between the U.S. and Hungary. Our con-
sular section promoted study and travel to the U.S. at this year's "Sziget
festival” and at high schools and universities in and outside Budapest
throughout the fall. We marked the 5th anniversary of the World Trade
Center attacks with the Hungarian premiere of the movie "9/11." We

i inaugurated a bust of former president Ronald Reagan in Budapest's

' City Park. Honoring the history of the American legation in Hungary, we
unveiled a new portrait of Cardinal Mindszenty and erected a memorial to Swiss diplomat
Carl Lutz. We participated in an international conference on 1956 and hosted a delegation
led by New York Governor Pataki to the official commemorations. We opened a third Ameri-
can Corner in Debrecen and supported cultural programs in Pécs and Veszprém, as well as
jazz concerts in Budapest. We encouraged more American companies to do business here,
and we continue to promote a level playing field for U.S. companies that already have a
presence in Hungary. We are grateful to all our Hungarian and American partners who sup-
ported these and many other achievements. As we look forward to 2007, | wish you and
your families a wonderful holiday season and very happy and healthy New Year!

Recently at the Embassy

Ambassador Foley Evaluates NATO Summit in Veszprém

On December 8, Ambassador Foley visited Veszprém in the framework of
the U.S. Embassy’s outreach program. She discussed the role and
achievements of NATO with university students, encouraged young audi-
ences to study in the United States, met with local policy decision makers
and established ties with NGOs involved in highlighting important social
issues. The Ambassador also visited a near-by foster home supported by
the American Chamber of Commerce. Ambassadors Remarksh

Carl Lutz Memorial Unveiled in front of U.S. Embassy Morep

On December 13, foreign diplomats, Hungarian government officials and
representatives of the Jewish community unveiled a memorial to Swiss
diplomat Carl Lutz in the park adjacent to the Embassy. Ambassador
Foley in her unveiling speech noted that "few individuals during the dark
times of World War Il helped so many innocent people escape death."
Carl Lutz was the Swiss Vice-Consul in Budapest between 1942 and
1945. He courageously saved the lives of some 62,000 Hungarian Jews.

Ambassador Speaks on Women Leadership

At a full-day conference in the Hungarian Parliament on December 18 or-
ganized by the Association for Women's Career Development in Hungary,
the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor, and Procter & Gamble, Ambassa-
dor Foley appeared on a panel with some of Hungary's top women politi-
cians to discuss women in leadership and how to promote women's em-  Ambassador Foley

. litical d ic lif L, . and Andrea Ferenczi
powerment in political and economic life. Association's web siteb» Photo by I. Ferenczi

Hungarian Organization Thanks the American People

At a ceremony on December 14, Deputy Chief of Mission Philip T. Reeker received on be-
half of the American people the "War of Independence Knight's Cross 1956" from the
World Federation of Hungarian Freedom Fighters. The award was bestowed in gratitude for
assistance and moral support provided in 1956 by the people of the United States to Hun-
garians who suffered from oppression.



Embassy Diplomat Talks About NATO in Pécs

Political Counselor Eric Gaudiosi delivered a speech followed by a Q&A session on the NATO
Riga Summit on December 8 in Pécs. The event was hosted by the Trans Danubian Foreign
Affairs Society, and was attended by university students, members of the Society, and
Pécs citizens interested in foreign affairs.

Public Affairs Officer Reaches Out to Hungarian Students

Cultural Attaché Mark Tauber visited a class at the Balantonalmadi Bilingual High School on
December 19. He used Bruce Springsteen songs as a point of departure for a discussion of
American language and culture and answered questions on the work of an average U.S.
diplomat serving overseas.

U.S. Marines Deliver Christmas Toys

As part of the U.S. Marines' annual "Toys for Tots" drive, on Decem-
ber 20 and December 21 the U.S. Marine Detachment of the Embassy
delivered two large donations of toys as well as household supplies—
donated by the Embassy community— to an abused mothers' refuge
in Budapest and to a foundation helping Roma and other disadvan-
taged children in Esztergom. Morep

Robert Olen Butler on Creative Writing

On December 14, 2006, Pulitzer Prize-winning Florida State University pro-
fessor Robert Olen Butler gave a lecture for Central European University au-
dience on creative writing. Professor Butler, who specializes in fiction and
screenwriting, is the author of ten novels and three collections of short sto-
ries and won the Pulitzer Prize in Fiction in 1993. He has also written
screenplays for Hollywood’s major studios. Morep

Hungarian Student Receives Fulbright Science and Technology Award

Student of Mathematics of Szeged University Péter Pal Varju received the U.S. govern-
ment’'s most prestigious and valuable scholarship, the International Fulbright Science and
Technology Award, to conduct mathematical research and specialize in analysis in the
United States. This new award for Ph.D. study at America’s leading universities was created
in 2006 to attract the most qualified young students to the U.S.’s preeminent higher educa-
tion institutions.

New Publication

eJournal: Transforming the Culture of Corruption

This issue highlights the important roles that the public sector, private
sector, and non-governmental organizations play in eradicating corrup-
tion worldwide. eJournal»

In the News... from Washington

The Diplomacy of Deeds by Karen P. Hughes
Under Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs

"Last week's White House 'Malaria Summit' not only promises major pro-
gress against this preventable disease, but also represents the best of
American public diplomacy -- the diplomacy of our deeds."” (Published in the
Washington Times on 12/17) Full texty»

Senior Diplomat Previews U.S.-Europe Relations for 2007

The United States and European nations will continue to work together
closely to advance freedom, security and democracy in “far-flung” regions
well beyond the traditional borders of Europe, Daniel Fried, Assistant Sec-
retary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs says, previewing U.S.-
European relations for 2007 to reporters on December 12. Morep
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